In the claims: 

1. (currently amended) An apparatus for use in knotting a necktie comprising 

p collar comprised of- 

a left top side fixed to a right top side: 

a left side fixed to the left top side w herein the left side is at an angle of greater 
than ninety deg rees with respect to left top side: 

a right side fixed to the right top side wherein the right side is at an angle of 
greater than ninety degrees with respect to the right top side; 

wherein the left side lies hetwee n a first protrusion and a second protrusion, so 
that the left side in comhination with the first and the second protrusions form a left 
indentation; 

wherein the right side lies hetw een a third protrusion and a fourth protrusion, so 
that the right side in comhina tion with the third and fourth protrusions forms a right 

indentation; 

wherein the left side is fixed to the left top si de through the first protrusion: and 
and wherein the right side is fixed to the right top side through the third 

protrusion. 

a first m e mb e r; 

a s e cond m e mb e r; and 

a th i rd m e mb e r; and 

wh e r ei n th e f i rst m e mb e r has a f i rst e nd and a s e cond e nd and th e f i rst m e mb e r has an 
i nd e ntat i on at both th e f i rst e nd and th e s e cond e nd. 

2. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising 
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a hanger loop fixed to the left top side and to the right top side of the collar substantially 
at the location where the left top side is fixed to the right top side. 
An apparatus compris i ng 

a f i rst m e mb e r; 

a second m e mber; and 

a th i rd m e mb e r; and 

wh e r ei n the first m e mb e r i s i n th e shap e of a channe l . 

3. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising 

a Y-shaped device having a top portion including a first end and a second end r and a 
hase having a third end: 

wherein the first end of the top portion of the Y-sh aped device is fixed to the left side of 
the collar, substantially near the second protrusion of the collar; and 

wherein the second end of t he top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to the right 
side of the collar, substantially near the fourth protrusion of the collar. 
An apparatus compris i ng 

a f i rst m e mb e r; 

a s e cond m e mb e r; 

a third m e mb e r; 

and a hang e r wh i ch i s part of the first m e mb e r. 

4. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein 

the top portion of the Y-shaped device is comprised of first and second members, 
and the hase of the Y-shaped device is c omprised of third and fourth members: and 
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wherein the first member is fixed to the th ird member so that the first member is at an 
angle of greater than ninety deg rees with respect to the third member: 

wherein the second member is fixed tn the fourth member so that the second member is 
at an angle of greater than ninety degrees with respect to t he fourth member; 

and wherein the third and fourth memhers are substantially parallel to one another. 

An apparatus compr i s i ng 

a f i rst m e mber; 

a s e cond m e mb e r; and 

a third m e mb e r; 

wh e r e in th e second m e mber is compris e d of a f i rst port i on and a s e cond port i on; and 
wh e rein th e first portion i s attach e d to a f i rst e nd of th e f i rst m e mb e r and th e second port i on is 
attach e d to a s e cond e nd of th e f i rst member. 

5. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 

the collar has a hottom side having an opening leading to a channel , wherein the 
channel is b ordered by an extension: 

and wherein a tie can be inserted into the channel and hung from the extension. 
Th e apparatus of cla i m 4 wh e r ei n 

th e s e cond m e mb e r i s attach e d to th e m i dd le of th e first m e mb e r. 

6. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 3 

wherein the collar has a bottom side: 

wherein the collar is substantially solid; 

wherein the colla r has a slot near its bottom side: 
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wherein the first end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to a first end of a 
connecting member and the second end of the top portio n of the Y-shaped device is fixed to a 
second end of the connecting member: 

and wherein the connecting member is inserted into the slot of the collar and fixed to the 
collar to fix the Y-shaped device to the collar. 
Th e apparatus of c l aim 1 wher ei n 

th e third m e mb e r is a compos i te part of the s e cond memb e r 

7. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 

the collar is substantially a wire frame. 
Th e apparatus of c l a i m 6 wh e r ei n 

th e th i rd m e mb e r i s a composit e part of th e s e cond m e mb e r and acts as a hand le . 

8. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 

the collar is substantially solid. 
Th e apparatus of c l aim 7 wh e r e in 

a m ee t i ng po i nt of th e s e cond and th i rd m e mb e rs is curv e d. 

9. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein 

the top portion of the Y-shape d device is connected to the base of the Y-shaped device 
substantiall y at a knot tie point: 

and wherein the distance from the center of the left side of the collar to the center of the 
right side of the collar , the distance from the center of the left side of the colla r to the knot tie 
point of the Y-shaped device, and the distance from the center of the right side of the collar to 
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the knot tie point of the Y -shaped device are approximately equal. 
Th e apparatus i n c l a i m 1 wher ei n 

a t ie hang e r i s part of th e f i rst m e mb e r. 

10. (currently amended) A method comprising 
providing a collar comprised of: 

a left top side fixed to a right top side: 

a left side fixed to the l eft top side wherein the left side is at an angle of greater 
than ninety degrees with respect to left top side; 

a right side fixed to the right top s ide, wherein the right side is at an angle of 
greater than ninety degrees with res pect to the right top side: 

wherein the left side lies between a first pr otrusion and a second protrusion, so 
that the left side in combinati on with the first and the second protrusions form a left 
indentation; 

wherein the right side lies between a third protrusion and a fourth prot rusion, so 
that the right side in combination with the third and fourth protrusions forms a rig ht 
indentation; 

wherein the left side is fixed to the left top side through the first protrusion; and 
and wherein the right side is fixed to the right top side through the third 
protrusion; 

and further comprising tying a neck t ie by placing at least a first part of the neck tie in 
the left indentation and simultaneously placing at least a second part of the neck tie in the right 
indentation. 

using a first memb e r and a s e cond m e mb e r to form a ti e loop for a t ie ; 
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using a m e et i ng po i nt of a third m e mb e r and th e second m e mb e r to form a t ie knot for a 
t ie ; and 

us i ng the th i rd m e mb e r as a handl e . 



11. (currently amended) The method of claim 10 further comprising 

providing a hanger loop fixed to the left top side and to the right top side of the collar 
substantially at the location where the left top side is fixed to the right too side. 
remov i ng th e ti e by unwrapping th e t ie from th e f i rst m e mb e r, 

12 (currently amended) The method of claim 44 1£ further comprising 

providing a Y-sh aped device having a top portion including a first end and a second end. 

and a base having a third end; 

wherein the first end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to the left side of 

the collar substantially near the second protrusion of the collar: and 

wherein the second end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to the right 

side of the collar, substantially near the fourth protrusion of the collar- 
pul li ng th e f i rst, s e cond, and third m e mbers upward away from th e t ie knot. 

13. (currently amended) The method of claim 12 further wherein compr i sing 

the top portion of the Y-shaped device is comprised of first and second members, 
and the base of the Y-shaped device is comprised of third and fourth members; and 
wherein the first member is fixed to the third member so th at the first member is at an 

angle of greater than ninety degrees with res pect to the third member: 

wherein the second member is fixed to the fourth member so that t he second member is 
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at an angle nf greater than ninety degrees w ith respect fourth member: 

and wherein the th ird and fourth members are substantially parallel to one another. 
w e ar i ng th e ti e . 

14 (currently amended) The method of claim 10 further wherein compr i s i ng 

the collar has a bottom side having an opening leading to a channel, w herein the 
channel is b ordered by an extension: 

and wherein a tie can be inserted into the channel and hung from the extension. 
hang i ng th e t ie . 

15 (currently amended) The method of claim49 12 further whemia. compris i ng 

the collar has a hottom side: 

wherein the col lar is substantially solid; 

wherein the collar has a slot near its bottom side: 

wherein the first end of the to p portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to a first end of a 
connecting member and the second end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to a 
second end of the connecting member; 

and further comprising inserting the connecting member into the slot of the collar and 
fixing the connecting m ember to the collar to fix the Y-shaped device to the collar. 

d i sp l ay i ng the t ie . 

16. (new) The method of claim 10 wherein 

the collar is substantially a wire frame. 
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17. (new) The method of claim 10 wherein 

the collar is substantially solid. 

18. (new) The method of claim 12 wherein 

the top portion of the Y-shaped device is connected to the base of the Y-shaped device 
substantially at a knot tie point; 

and wherein the distance from the center of the left side of the collar to the center of the 
right side of the collar, the distance from the center of the left side of the collar to the knot tie 
point of the Y-shaped device, and the distance from the center of the right side of the collar to 
the knot tie point of the Y-shaped device are approximately equal. 

19. (new) The apparatus of claim 4 wherein 

the first, second, third, and fourth members are elongated members; 
the first and second members are substantially equal in length; and 
the third and fourth members are substantially equal in length. 

20. (new) The apparatus of claim 13 wherein 

the first, second, third, and fourth members are elongated members; 
the first and second members are substantially equal in length; and 
the third and fourth members are substantially equal in length. 
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